Microvascular free tissue transfer for reconstruction of head and neck cancer defects.
Over the last 10 years, microvascular free tissue transfer techniques have broadened the range of the head and neck surgeon, allowing for successful reconstruction of extensive curative extirpations in one operation with minimal morbidity. Success rates of more than 90% are now being achieved consistently. This article provides an overview of these revolutionary techniques for oral cavity, mandibular, and hypopharyngeal reconstructions. Patients are selected for microvascular free tissue transfer because of the large size of their defect, its location (eg, anterior mandibular loss), or complexity (circumferential defects of the hypopharynx). Others may be good candidates for this surgery because of previous radiotherapy or failed reconstructive surgery. Donor sites range from the radial forearm to the jejunum.